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Judging      : 14 & 15 December 2026
Award Ceremony : 19 December 2026
Venue       : Education Expo 2026, Aam Khas Maidan, 
              Aurangabad - Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar.
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ABOUT THE 
SCIENCE FAIR 2026
Not an Exhibition. A Four-Month Research Journey.

Most science competitions ask a student to arrive on one day with a working model. The 
Maharashtra Level Science Fair asks for something harder, and far more valuable.

From September to December 2026, every registered team moves through the actual 
practice of science — framing a researchable question, having the concept reviewed by 
experts, building and testing, writing a formal research paper, and finally defending the 
work before an independent jury.

Instituted in 2023 and conducted by the 
Maharashtra Science Fair Academy, the Fair 
enters its fourth edition this year as the 
flagship academic component of Education 
Expo 2026 — an eight-day educational 
congregation held from 13 to 20 December 
2026 under the theme Roshan Mustaqbil 
Mission.

4 - months of guided work.

3 - stages of independent 
evaluation.

1 - platform, open to every 
school in Maharashtra

Photo Credit : www.societyforscience.org



WHO WE ARE
Minds in Motion Foundation is a not-for-profit company 

registered under Section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013 
(NGO Darpan ID: MH/2024/0400214), working from 
Aurangabad - Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar since 2022.

The Foundation is dedicated to fostering educational 
excellence and innovation, and is committed to nurturing the intellectual and creative 
potential of students, educators and communities. Its mission is to inspire and empower 
individuals through education by creating platforms that foster knowledge sharing, 
innovation and collaboration — enhancing the quality of education, promoting lifelong 
learning, and ensuring that every individual has the opportunity to realise their potential.

Its vision is to be a catalyst for educational transformation, where learning transcends 
traditional boundaries and every learner is equipped to thrive in a rapidly changing world.

The Maharashtra Science Fair Academy is dedicated to 
showcasing the remarkable scientific talent, creativity and 
innovation of students across the Marathwada region, presently 
the Academy's principal ambit.

The Science Fair is more than a competition — it is a movement to 
inspire curiosity, nurture innovation and celebrate discovery. 

Designed to empower young minds, it provides a dynamic platform for students to 
present innovative projects and solutions to real-world challenges. Aligned with the 
mission of the Minds in Motion Foundation, the Fair promotes educational excellence and 
advances STEM learning in our community.

Our Mission :  To nurture a culture of scientific inquiry, innovation and discovery across the 
state — creating inclusive and engaging platforms for students, educators and 
communities in STEM education; empowering young learners with critical thinking, 
problem-solving and research skills; and connecting schools, institutions, scientists and 
policymakers to strengthen Maharashtra's role as a hub of scientific excellence.

Our Vision:  A state-wide ecosystem in which talent is identified early, nurtured 
consistently and celebrated widely — built through collaborative programmes, teacher 
training, state-level exhibitions and national and global linkages, so that science 
education is not confined to textbooks but becomes a lived and transformative 
experience for every child in Maharashtra.



THE JOURNEY SO FAR
From One Expo to a Regional Movement
2022 — The Expo Begins: The first Aurangabad Education 
Expo is held by Minds in Motion Foundation. What is 
conceived as a single gathering of schools and 
educators draws a response large enough to make it 
annual.

2023 — The Academy and the Fair Are Born : The 
Maharashtra Science Fair Academy is established 
as the Foundation's division for science education, 
and the 1st Aurangabad Level Science Fair is conducted 
within the Expo — 37 projects from 16 schools. It is the 
region's first platform to ask school students not merely to 
display a model, but to research, document and defend it.

2024 — Gaining Ground: 51 projects from 23 schools — participation 
growing by more than a third in a single year. The 2nd Aurangabad 
Level Science Fair is judged by a panel drawn from the region's academic 
institutions, among them Prof. Dr. Sanjay Harke of MGM University's Institute 
of Bioscience and Technology Study. Around it, the eight-day Expo runs 
programmes on mathematics, space and satellite education, career guidance, 
women's health and empowerment, dropout prevention, and the culture of reading.

2025 — Coming of Age: The 3rd Marathwada Level Science Fair draws 68 projects from 
34 schools, presented by 321 students — the number of participating schools now more 
than double that of the first edition. In the same year the Roshan Mustaqbil Mission is 
launched as the social campaign of the Expo, bringing anti-drug awareness, civic 
responsibility and environmental cleanliness onto the same platform as academic work.

2026 — Where We Stand Today: The 4th Maharashtra Level Science Fair, held within an 
eight-day Education Expo at Aam Khas Maidan, with MGM University as Academic Partner 
and Britannica Education India as Knowledge Partner — the first edition to carry both 
university-level academic supervision and an international knowledge platform.

Three Years of Growth 2023 2024 2025

Projects presented   37   51   68

Schools represented   16   23   34

Students participating   —   —   321

In 2025, 321 students 
of this region spent 
four months doing 
science rather than 
memorising it.



WHY YOUR SCHOOL
SHOULD PARTICIPATE

HOW IT WORKS
THE JOURNEY, STAGE BY STAGE

Aligned with NEP-2020 : Experiential, 
enquiry based and competency based 
learning, put into practice rather than 
discussed.

Free Britannica resources access: Every 
registered team and mentor teacher 
receives complimentary access to 
Britannica Project-Based Learning and 
Britannica Library — resources most 
schools in the region have never had.

University-level academic guidance :  The 
evaluation framework and expert jury are 
shaped in association with MGM University, 
Aurangabad Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar.

Training for your teachers : Structured 
workshops on project design, research 

Stage 1 — Register (by 14 Sep. 2026)

Your school nominates its teams. Up to 
eight projects per school; one to five 
students per team; one mentor teacher 
may guide all of them.

Stage 2 — Present the Idea (21 Sep. 2026)

Each team submits its project concept. 
Approved ideas are intimated on 21 
September; concepts requiring revision may 
be resubmitted by 28 September, with final 
approval on 5 October.

Stage 3 — Learn & Build (Sep. – Nov. 2026)

Orientation seminars for students & 
capacity building workshops for mentor 
teachers, conducted with resource persons 
from Britannica Education India &  
academic guidance from MGM University. 
Teams develop their projects with access 
to Britannica's digital research resources 
throughout.

methodology and rubric-based 
assessment — capacity that stays with the 
school long after the Fair.

A public stage : Students present not only 
to a jury but to thousands of visitors at 
Education Expo 2026 parents, educators, 
institutional heads, public representatives 
& the press.

Recognition for the institution : Every 
participating school receives a 
Memorabilia Trophy; every student a 
certificate; every mentor teacher a 
Certificate of Appreciation.



Stage 4  — Write the Research Paper (by 23 November 2026)

Every team submits a written research paper — in English, Urdu or Marathi. This is what 
distinguishes the Fair: the student must document, cite and argue, not merely display.

Stage 5 — Face the Jury (December 2026)

Three successive evaluations: synopsis assessment (1–10 December), stall presentation 
(14 December), and oral/PPT presentation (15 December).

Stage 6 — The Award Ceremony (19 December 2026)

Results announced and awards conferred at a formal ceremony at Education Expo 2026.

CATEGORIES, ELIGIBILITY
& EVALUATION
Who May Participate : Students of recognised schools in the eight districts of the 
Marathwada division — Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, Jalna, Beed, Dharashiv, Nanded, 
Latur, Parbhani and Hingoli.

Group Title Classes

Group I Junior Researchers 5 to 7

Group II Rising Minds 8 to 10

Group III Future Scientists 11 and 12

Mixed-class teams are grouped by the senior-most member.

How Projects Are Judged

Stage Weightage

Synopsis / Research Work 50%

Stall Presentation before the Jury 25%

PPT / Oral Presentation 25%

Each team is allotted 7 minutes to present, followed by 3 min.
of questions from the jury. The decision of the jury is final.

Research Paper — Prescribed Length
Group Length

Group I (Classes 5–7) 4 to 8 pages

Group II (Classes 8–10) 6 to 12 pages

Group III (Classes 11–12) 8 to 16 pages



SUGGESTED THEMES & AWARDS
Where to Begin : Projects are not restricted to these themes. They are offered as a starting 
point, drawn from the concerns of our own region and from the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Awards & Recognition
Award Entitlement

First, Second & Third Prize Ranging from �1,000 to �5,000, Trophy and 
 Certificate of Excellence, in each of the 3 groups

Best Research Paper Publication of the paper in the Academy's annual 
 compendium

Britannica STEM Excellence Award For the most rigorous research methodology and 
 use of sources

School Excellence Trophy For the best overall institutional performance

Best Mentor Teacher Certificate of Honour, conferred at the Award 
 Ceremony

Certificate of Distinction / Merit For every team scoring above the prescribed 
 threshold

Memorabilia Trophy For every participating school

Certificate of Participation For every participating student

Certificate of Appreciation For every mentor teacher

Certificates for winning teams are issued jointly with MGM University, 
the Academic Partner  & Britannica Education India, the Knwoladge partner.

1. Physical, Chemical & Engineering 
Sciences — motion, energy, electricity, 
chemical reactions, materials, robotics, 
industry.

2. Life, Health & Human Sciences — 
biology, ecosystems, nutrition, hygiene, 
human body, behaviour, assistive devices.

3. Environment, Earth, Water & 
Biodiversity — climate, pollution, waste, 
water conservation, wildlife, habitats.

4. Agriculture, Food, Energy & 
Sustainability — farming, soil, irrigation, 
hydroponics, renewable energy, 
recycling, packaging.

5. AI, Robotics, Space & Future 
Technology — sensors, automation, 
astronomy, satellites, space exploration.

6. Community, Smart Cities & Safety 
Science — traffic, urban systems, disaster 
management, safety, everyday science.



OUR PARTNERS
Academic Partner : MGM University One of the foremost academic 
institutions of the Marathwada region, MGM University brings to the Fair 
the academic rigour and institutional standing of a full - fledged 
university. Its association informs the constitution of the expert jury, the 
evaluation framework applied at each stage, and the academic 
mentorship extended to participating teams and their teachers.

Knowledge Partner : For over two and a half centuries, the Britannica 
name has stood for verified, carefully edited knowledge. Britannica 
Education India brings that legacy to the Fair in a form students can 
use directly. Every registered team and mentor teacher receives 
complimentary access, for the duration of the Fair, to:

 Britannica Project-Based Learning, with the Britannica Build platform   
structured design - thinking projects, navigation guides and 
assessment rubrics

 Britannica Library and Britannica Collective — fact-checked, 
curriculum-aligned reference content and nonfiction e-books, with 
reading-level adjustment, translation into over a hundred languages, 
and text-to-speech, Britannica resource persons will also conduct 
sessions for students and mentor teachers on research methodology 
and the responsible use of authoritative sources.

Organiser : Maharashtra Science Fair Academy A division of Minds in 
Motion Foundation — a not-for-profit company registered under 
Section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013 — dedicated to building platforms 
that encourage scientific enquiry, knowledge exchange and teamwork 
among young innovators across Maharashtra.
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President
Mr. Sartaj Shaker
Ex-Deputy Education Officer, Zilla 
Parishad, Aurangabad

Vice President
Mrs. Khawaja Kausar Hayat
Head Mistress, Fatema Urdu Primary 
School, Kiradpura, Aurangabad

Organizing Secretary
Ms. Nida Sharmeen
Vice-Principal, Shaheen Kids and Value 
School, Aurangabad. 

Executive Members
Mrs. Khan Sarwat Anjum
Rtd-Assistant Teacher, Shri Saraswati 
Bhavan High School, Aurangabad

Mr. Khan Jameel Ahemad
Ex-Principal, Amanullah Motiwala High 
School, Aurangabad

Dr. Imran Ahemad Khan
Lecturer, Maulana Mohammad Ali Johar 
Jr. College of Science, Sillod, Dist. 
Aurangabad

Mr. Irfan Khan Saudagar
Lecturer, Sir Sayyad College, Roshan 
Gate, Aurangabad

Dr. Syeda Ruheena Quadri
MSc, PhD (Computer Science), Assistant 
Professor, GYP College of Computer 
Science and IT, MGM University, 

Dr. Subur W. Khan
Associate Professor, Maulana Azad 
Educational Trust’s Y. B. Chavan College 
of Pharmacy, Aurangabad

Dr. Abdul Jaleel
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Physics and Electronics, Maulana Azad 
College of Arts, Science and Commerce, 
Aurangabad

Dr. Ahemad Al-Shahab
Director, DualSysco Research & 
Development, Aurangabad

Mr. Mohammed Faheem
Retd. Teacher, Zilla Parishad Multi Purpose 
High School Deolai, Aurangabad

Under the Able Guidance of:
Dr. Rafiuddin Naser
Retd. Professor & Head of Botany,Maulana 
Azad College, Aurangabad

Dr. Ghafoor Unnisa
Assistant. Prof. Botany dept, CDOE- 
MANUU Treasurer & Organizing Secretary 
-Telangana Science Fair Academy.

Dr. Ashwinikumar B. Kshirsagar
Associate Professor, Department of Plant 
Breeding and Molecular Genetics, 
Institute of Biosciences and Technology 
(IBT), MGM University, Aurangabad

Dr. Abdul Samad Shaikh
CEO – Greenfo Tech, & Educational 
Counsellor, Aurangabad

Organizing Body



At a glance:
Projects per school : Maximum 8  |  Students per project 1  to  5
Mentor teacher        : 1 (One) per team; one teacher may guide all of a school's projects
Exhibition space       : 1 (One) table 2 ft × 6 ft with cloth cover, and 4 (four) chairs.
Electricity                    : On prior intimation by 23 November 2026 only. 
                    24V DC ordinarily; 230V AC by prior written permission

Registration Closes : 14 September 2026

Registration Fee         : �500 per project (non-refundable)

How to register:
Online : educationexpo.org/msfa2026
By email : send the registration form to team@mindsinmotion.in

Key Dates:
Registration closes : 14 Sept. 2026
Idea Presentation : 21 Sept. 2026
Idea Approval : 28 Sept. 2026
Research Paper Submission  : 23 Nov. 2026
Judging  : 14 & 15 Dec. 2026
Award Ceremony : 19 Dec. 2026

  Science Fair Secretariat 2026
  Maharashtra Science Fair Academy, 
  Office of the Minds in Motion Foundation Ar-Rahman Apprt.
  102–103, Aurangabad Times Colony, Opp. Creative Kitchen, 
  Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar (Aurangabad) – 431001
  Telephone               : 9112 885 008 | 99750 99200
  Email                           : team@mindsinmotion.in
  Website                     : www.educationexpo.org
  Office hours            : 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Office Address : 
Plot No.102-103, Ar-Rehman Apartment, Lane No. 5, Times Colony, Aurangabad-01.
Mobile: 9975 099 200 / 9371 231 231| www.MindsinMotion.in | mimfindia@gmail.com

Education Expo :      admin@educationexpo.org        www.educationexpo.org

Minds in Motion Foundation Is Registered Non-profit Under Section 8 of The Indian Companies Act 2013
Your Contributions Are Eligible For Up To 50% Tax Benefit Under Section 80-G.

Everything you need, 
in one place Rules, 
research paper format, 
key dates, forms and links.
educationexpo.org/msfa2026/resources


